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Mr. Colman,1 the manager of the theatre in the Hay-market, was a most agreeable companion ; his humility and good-nature were equal to his wit and sprightly conversation. He was the natural son of Lord Bath (Sir James Pulteney2) ; and his father, perceiving in the son a passion for plays, asked him fairly if he never intended to turn his thoughts to politics ; as it was his desire to see him a Minister, which, with his natural endowments, and the expense and pains he had bestowed on his education, he had reason to imagine, with his interest, he might become. His father desired to know if he would give up the Muses for diplomacy, and plays for politics ; as, in that case, he meant to give him his whole fortune. Colman thanked Lord Bath for his kind communication ; but candidly said, that he preferred Thalia and Melpomene to ambition of any kind, for the height of his wishes was to become at some future time the manager of a theatre. Lord Bath left him 1500^. a-year, instead of all his immense wealth.
Mr. Elwes,3 the famous miser, and Member for Berkshire for many years, was presented to me at a great dinner given by the Mayor of Newbury, and he asked my permission to come to Benham for a few days, that he might be more acquainted with me. He stayed with me some days ; and I never met with a more polite man, or one who possessed more information and entertainment.
1  George Colman, the elder, dramatist.    Born at Florence 1732, died 1795.    Manager of Co vent Garden, and afterwards of the Hay-market.   Wrote several plays.
2  This is an error.   The elder Colman was supposed to be the illegitimate son of William Pulteney (1684-1764).   He was created Earl of Bath in 1742.
3  John Elwes of Meggott (1714-1789),   M.P. for Berkshire 1774-1787.